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COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
8/9/2020 
       

ABIDE 
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Colossians 3:12-17. 

Read through the Teaching Plan, review the questions, and read the Commentary. 
Record your insights for personal reflection and application and to use as 
conversation prompts for the group discussions. 

• Memorize and meditate on Colossians 3:16-17. At the end of the week ask yourself 
what you learned and what you should apply to your daily walk. 

• Compare Colossians 3:16-17 with Ephesians 5:18-20. What is the connection 
between, “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,” and being “filled with the 
Spirit”? What outcome should the application of these passages have in the life of a 
believer?   

LEAD 
• Be mindful of “virtual bystanders”—those who are generally silent during the 

discussions. Get them involved in the Introduction where there are no right or 
wrong answers to the questions. 

• The last question in the 3:12-14 section of the lesson, “How would you respond to 
a believer who felt they didn’t need other believers?” can be used as a takeaway 
task for those who need time to think about their response.     

SHEPHERD 
• Connect with brothers or sisters in Christ who will listen to you, encourage you, and 

pray with and for you. Reciprocate so both of you will be rejuvenated and edified. 

• Pray Colossians 3:12-17 for your group members this week.  
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MAIN POINT 
When the Body of Christ is united as one, we must seek the wisdom that is forged in 
the fires of committed relationships and live out our common faith without division. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the 
small group guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Have you ever dealt with a problem that you couldn’t fix yourself so you had 
to turn to outside help? Explain. 

What is the benefit of learning from the wisdom of others? How does the 
church put us in a position to learn from others? 

Some problems are too big for us to solve on our own. This is one reason we need 
other people. The beauty of the church is that God has not designed for us to live our 
lives alone. The Bible knows nothing of a loner Christian. God has brought together a 
group of people with a range of different experiences and gifts, and in that diversity 
there is wisdom. When we live with other Christians in committed relationships in the 
church, we benefit from each other’s wisdom and experience. When the word of Christ 
takes root in individual believers and in the community of faith, there will be teaching 
(positive instruction), admonishing one another (negative correction), and thankful 
worship, evidenced by songs and expressions of gratitude. 
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UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular 
topic. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 3:12-14. 

Based on these verses, what attributes should characterize a follower of 
Christ? What attitudes should we display toward one another? 

How are these traits different from the ones mentioned in verses 5-8 of this 
chapter? How does the gospel redefine our community? 

The gospel redefines our relationships. New people in Christ are to put on the new 
virtues of Christ. Paul addressed them with three descriptive terms – chosen, holy, and 
loved. They are God’s chosen ones. Through faith in Christ, they took their place 
among God’s people. Believers are holy—set aside for God’s service and for moral 
purity. They are loved, and they abide in that love. Paul’s descriptive terms offered 
strong motivation for believers to incorporate the qualities into their lives and 
community. 

How do each of these qualities have individual as well as corporate 
applications? Give an example of each. 

Paul used the analogy of putting on clothes to explain the gospel 
transformation that happens to a Christian. What is the last garment that 
covers everything else? Why is this so important? 

All that Paul describes here leads to the conclusion that Christians are meant 
to grow and thrive in relationships with other Christians. How would you 
respond to a believer who felt they didn’t need other believers? 

Paul listed five attributes of believers as new people in Christ: heartfelt compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. These traits are found in most 
relationships but take a different importance in Christian relationships. We give and 
receive these when we live with other believers. Our commitment to live this way is not 
based on our desires, but the gospel transforms our relationships from the inside out. 
Above all, Christian communities are ones of love (John 13:34-35). Paul insisted that 
believers are to put on love—a determined good will that seeks the other’s best 
interest. Such persistent good will is the perfect bond of unity. 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ COLOSSIANS 3:15-17. 
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What does it mean to let the peace of Christ rule in your heart?  

When have you experienced the peace of Christ?  

What does it mean that you have been called to this peace? If we don’t 
control our hearts, what controls them? 

What wisdom do we miss if we fail to meet with other people?  

What wisdom have you gained from being taught or admonished by another 
believer that you would have missed if you did not have that relationship?  

How has the absence of singing together over the past few months during 
COVID-19 impacted in your life? 

Christ called believers to His peace, which is best understood as spiritual wholeness 
under His lordship. The phrase “in one body” implies believers’ oneness under Christ’s 
rule as the head of His body, the church. Believers allow Christ’s gift of spiritual health 
to exercise control, which causes us to be thankful. Paul admonished believers to let 
the message (literally, “word”) about the Messiah dwell richly among them. To help the 
Colossians understand, Paul pointed to three ongoing activities that should guide our 
relationships with one another: teaching, admonishing, and singing. 

Verse 17 seems to be Paul’s conclusion. What does it mean to do something 
“in the name of” Jesus? 

What does it look like when you commit your whole life to doing everything 
in word and deed in the name of Jesus? How do our committed relationships 
with one another motivate us to live this way? 

Paul urged believers to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. “Name” is a 
synonym for person. Thus, the phrase is the same as “in Christ”—in close relationship 
with Him. The words “in the name of” can mean “in the authority or power of.” Jesus 
supplies power for Christian living. The title “the Lord Jesus” stressed that believers 
were to represent their Savior and Master well in their daily lives. Our commitment to 
Christ fuels our commitment to one another.  

APPLICATION 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to 
their lives. 

What attitudes of the heart should we continue to cultivate in order to 
remain teachable?  
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What is one specific thing you have learned from another follower of Christ 
with whom you regularly share life? What do you hope to learn in the future? 

All Christians are called to teach one another as well as those outside the 
faith the truth of the gospel. How can we teach what we learn in community 
to people outside the community of faith? 

PRAYER 
Praise God for the wisdom of heaven that is uniquely revealed in our relationships with 
each other. Ask that God would strengthen our bonds and lead us into greater depths 
in our relationship with Christ and one another. 

COMMENTARY 
COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 

3:12. After commanding believers to “put away” worldly behaviors, Paul offered a 
series of positive commands to put on or to “clothe yourselves” (Rm 13:14) with 
behavior fitted for God’s people. The adjectives chosen (Isa 43:20; 65:9; Rm 8:33; 2Tim 
2:10; Titus 1:1; 1Pe 1:1; 2:4,6,9), holy (Mk 1:24; Lk 4:34; Jn 6:69; 1Pe 2:9), and loved 
(Mt 3:17; Eph 1:6; 1Th 1:4; 2Th 2:13) were all applied to Israel, Jesus, and the church. 
The five virtues are just the opposite of the vices listed in verses 5 and 8. 

3:13. Paul added two character qualities to his list. The Greek term rendered 
“accepting” (cp. Rm 15:7; Eph 4:2) means “putting up with.” Believers were to endure 
offenses patiently. The words accepting and forgiving express the habitual manner in 
which believers exhibit the stated virtues. Both verbs pertain to interpersonal 
relationships in the body of Christ. Just as the Lord has forgiven echoes Jesus’ 
injunction to forgive because believers are forgiven (Mt 6:12,14-15; 18:23-35; Lk 7:42). 
Forgiving (cp. Eph 4:32) has the sense of pardoning others as a gift of grace. If a 
believer had a complaint (grievance) against another Christian, the offended person 
was to take the initiative to forgive the offender as (in the same manner) the Lord 
graciously had forgiven the one offended. Christians were to take the initiative to 
forgive others because of their personal experience of Christ’s forgiveness.  

3:14. Above all literally is “over all.” As an outer garment covering the items Paul had 
listed, believers were to put on love—agape, determined good will that seeks others’ 
best interests. The imagery here suggests that the final and most important new article 
of clothing for God’s people is love, the perfect bond of unity, that binds believers 
together in complete oneness (Eph 4:3).  
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3:15. The peace brought by Christ should control believers’ hearts (Rm 8:6; 15:13; 2Co 
13:11; Gal 5:22; Eph 2:14; Php 4:7; 2Th 3:16). Be thankful harks back to 1:3,12; 2:7 (cp. 
3:17; 4:2). Christ had called believers to His peace—spiritual wholeness under His 
lordship. The phrase in one body implies believers’ oneness under Christ’s rule as the 
Head of His body, the church. They were to allow Christ’s gift of spiritual health to 
exercise control (literally, “act as an umpire”) at the center of their lives (in their hearts). 
Gratitude was to be a continuing characteristic of their life together. The exhortation to 
be thankful applied especially to corporate worship. 

3:16. The words teaching and admonishing express the means of how the gospel is to 
dwell among believers. Wisdom... singing, and gratitude characterize the manner of 
this teaching and admonishing. Christ’s word—the genuine message as opposed to 
the false teachers’ empty substitute—was to continue to have priority in the church. 
The word “richly” has the idea of flourishing or being abundant. Paul pointed to three 
ongoing activities that should issue from Christ’s indwelling word or message. 
Teaching referred to instruction in Christian living. Admonishing involved warning 
against false teachings and encouraging one another. Mutual instruction and 
encouragement were to be offered in all wisdom—carefully, tactfully, and with the right 
motive. Singing joyfully expresses worship and praise. Psalms were Old Testament 
songs of faith that originally were sung to musical accompaniment. Hymns were songs 
of praise and probably were Christian compositions. Spiritual songs may have been 
spontaneous melodies or compositions similar to today’s gospel songs. Believers’ 
joyful singing was to express to God the constant gratitude that flowed from their 
hearts. 

3:17. Paul urged believers to do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. “Name” is a 
synonym for person. Thus the phrase is the same as “in Christ”—in close relationship 
with Him. The words “in the name” of can mean “in the authority or power of.” Jesus 
supplies power for Christian living. The title “the Lord Jesus” stressed that they were to 
represent their Savior and Master well in their daily lives. Paul again emphasized 
believers’ expressing gratitude to God the Father. God was believers’ Father in the 
sense that they were members of His family through faith in Christ. Their joyful 
gratitude was channeled through Christ, who made possible their relationship with the 
Father. We live in accordance with new life in Christ when our behavior reflects our 
relationship with God. He provides us with daily power to live for Him. 

 


